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TDH Charity Gala

The est Way tbe the difference isw
help their world vecome 2 better place w live

As promised, March 26 was a special evening of spectacular food, drinks,
silent auction, raffle and entertainment, all in support of TDH and their
projects. Special guests included Viethamese Delegates, TDH staff and the
TDH Board of Directors Specifically:

Mr. Nguyen Van BinhDirector of the Department of Adoption

Ms. Vu Kim DzungDeputy Head of Administrative Division,

Department of Adoption

-08 6é 4amEgkrEAEOI AT N

Province of Ba Ria Vung Tau

Mr. Nguyen Thanh PhuongChief of the Planning Department,

People's Committee of Ba Ria Vung Tau Province

Mrs.Lé Th 4 O A 1- BiredddE the Centre for protection of

AEEI AOCAT 1T &£ 6j1¢Cc 4060

Nguyen Cam LoanTDH Representative in Vietnam

Tran Bich Thuy TDH Representative in Vietham

Mr. Robert BallardMaster of Ceremonies
The money raised from the evening will support the Long Hai Social
Protection Centre in Vung Taud his new centre is in its third phase, and is
sure to provide life changing care under the directioMufie Le Trang Dai,
who has proven her dedication and skill as the director of Vung Tau 1 and 2.
The centre will provide nourishment, education, healthcare and lodging to
approximately 300 children who are disadvantaged through poverty and/or
disability. For more about the event, including photos, see page 2 and 3.
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For mﬁz}e ir@z&naﬁon visitvww.tdhcharitygala.com or email
Shristi @ E£ C


https://mail.apptix.net/owa/redir.aspx?C=704504f9141b4ce8917baf1c512f12f3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tdhcharitygala.com
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Ontario Gala : a success

The TDH Ontario Charity Gala was the result of the volun- This year Marina Cavanaugh, who sings professionally,
teer initiative of Christine Morra and the team of volun- @y 3 GKS ok ffF RY CNBY D2R(
teers she has assembled in Toronto. At the present time all This was followed by a duo dance interpretation of

the bills have not yet come in, so we do not know the final CNJ yOA & / I 6 NBt Q& ottt R &
amount the Gala brought in; we do think that the final tally Rosie Cavanaugh and Samantha Salzardotte, senior

will show a amount larger than last year, probably around dance students at College Séane. Both performances
$27,000. The success of this 2011 gala is due again to the Were a tribute to the birth mothers who have sacrificed
hard work of volunteers, Christine Morra and her team, as SO much to give their children a better life.

well as to those who participated in the Gala.

At the present time, when TDH is acknowledging that the
changes in Vietnam adoption law and practice has finally
resulted in the regrettable need to request supplementary
financial support from prospective adoptive parents, it is
important to understand that the funds from the gala are
not intended for administration. These funds are intended
to be directed towards projects on behalf of children in
Vietnam. The actual recipients change from time to time.
This year the recipient will be the new Long Hai Sderal
tection Centre under the direction of Trang Dai. The center
is in its last phase of construction and its furnishings will
have to be completed soon.

The TDH Ontario gala has a family feel to it, and judging
from the level of conversational buzz, people knew each
other and were talking to each other all evening. Thus far
the Gala, which seems to be getting better each year (this Enthralled children enjoy the musical performance by Marina
year was sold out) has been something of a family affair; its Cavanaugh .

character and style is very different from the also highly
successful Montreal Gala under the direction of Annie
Cormier.

?:

Stephanie Guillaume and Renny Duquette volunteered to attend to Rosie Cavanaugh and Samantha Salardothe
OEA O40AA T £ ,EZEAS xEEAE 1 E££AOAA DA présénda nodnifgful tibetd tOKHd mdierd O1 AT 1
funds to purchase specific items for the Center. through interpretive dance.
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(Continued from pagg) . . . .
The children in attendance, some dressed in traditional

_ ] Vietnamese costumes greatly impressed Mr. Binh, the
The dynamic MC, Bert Ballard, one of the Vietnam Director of the D%partment of Ad%[q)tiog. Trang Dair in
al ANIAFU OKAELRNBYEe YR Y2 ag,fhaf dasbhdased 6 see Soind-df the@RidrdnfréhK S
a child from Vietnam invited Thuy, our representative in - par centre. From all perspectives the evening was a

Hanoi and Trang Dai to say a few words. They expressedhuge success, enjoyed by all, and certainly a night to
words of appreciation for those who attended the gala |5k forward to each year!

and the support given to Long Hai Centre.

)

L

Thuy, our representative in Hanoi (in white) translated for The two children, dressed in traditional Vietnamese cos-

Trang Dai (in black) as she expressed her appreciation for those tumes, were in attendance at the gala and part of the
who attended the gala and the support given to her Centre. group of children who so impressed Mr. Binh, the Direc-
tor of the Department of Adoption who was here on his
Brendan and Dorinda also expressed their sincere ap- official visit to Canada at the invitation of TDH, supported
preciation to everyone in attendance and, in particular, by funding from several other accredited agencies.

the volunteers who work throughout the year to further
the mission of TDH.

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)

Brendan and Dorinda Cavanaugh expressing their apprecia-
tion.
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Vietnamese DelegatioRisit to Canada

Periodically TDH is asked to sponsor a visit of Vietnam-
ese officials whose work is involved with International
Adoption. The visits are designed to introduce the Viet-
namese officials to their counterparts in Canada, to
promote mutual goodwill, and to provide the opportu-
nity for informal but official communications and clarifi-
cations. So the itinerary is somewhat determined by
who comes to visit.

Mr. Nguyen Van Binh is the Director of the Department
of Adoption for the Ministry of Justice. He has been in
this position for two years. Ms. Vu Kim Dung, the Dep-
uty Head of the Administrative Division of his depart-
ment is also new to this position. So this visit was in-
tended to officially introduce them to the Hague
designated Central Authority for International Adop-
tion in Ottawa, and the delegated representatives of
the Central Authority in Quebec, Ontario, Alberta and
British Columbia because those provinces all have en-
tentes with Vietham. In addition Mr. Binh was expected
to pay a courtesy call on the Ambassador of Vietnam to

Canada.
Paula Ethier, Loan, Michele McConney, Lily (Le Mr. Ky is one of three VieB OAOEAAT OO0 1T £ O]
My Yen) are happy to see each other again. Committee of the province of Ba Ria Vung Tau. His pri-

mary responsibility is Adoption. And Mr. Phuong is his
Chief of Planning. They were accompanied by Mrs. Le
Trang Dai, who is the Director of two orphanages as
well as the Long Hai Center for Child Protection in that
same province. And Thuy and Loan are our representa-
tives in Hanoi (north) and Ho Chi Minh (south) respec-
tively. They make occasional visits to Canada for pro-
vincial consultations, and to meet with the agges

doing adoptions in their province.

This particular visit was able to be scheduled to include
participation in the Toronto Gala. Before the Gala be-
gan, Director Dorinda Cavanaugh hosted a public Infor-
mation Session, at which the delegates were intro-
duced to the audience of adoptive parents, many of

(Continued on pags)

The delegates (I to r: Mrs. Dzung, Mr. Ky, Mr. Binh, and Thuy at the far right.)
were happy to meet the families, represented here by Olivier and Stephanie
Guillaume, with their daughters Ave (Nguyen My Chau) and Alexa (Nguyen
Diem Chau).
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(Continued from pagé)

whom were accompanied by their children. The day after the Gala the delegates were invited to an informal
session organized by Christine Morra for children and their parents at a Toronto venue, The Play Cube. It was
4$(60 PI AAOGOOA O1 AA AAT A O OET x OEAOA 1T EEEAEAI 6
dren whom they have approved for adoption into Canadian families. Many of the families availed themselves

of the opportunity to meet the delegates in person to express their appreciative feelings to these Viethamese
officials regarding their children.

TDH took the initiative to accept to invite this particular delegation and to arrange that they visit the appro-

priate provinces and meet with the other agencies doing adoptions from Vietnam in a spirit of support for the
CanadaVietnam international adoption activity. Recognizing the importance of Canada maintaining cordial

OAT AGET1 O xEOE OEAOA 1 £ZFZEAEAI Oh 43$( AAAADPOAA O1 £C
Bridge and Sunrise, two of the other accredited agencies, and the province of Quebec helped by hosting a

day of meetings and a formal lunch and supper.

Brendan and Dorinda Cavanaugh, the Secretary General and Director of TDH organized the trip and con-
ducted the delegation around the country. When the very tight schedule allowed it, efforts were made to
show the delegates the sights of the major Canadian cities and other tourist attractions.

Brendan Cavanaugh (brendan@tdh.ca)

(back, I to r) Thuy, Loan, Mr. Phoung, Dorinda, Trang Dai (front | to r) Mrs. Dzung and Mr.
Binh in front of the assembled adoptive parents at the Information Session
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Vietnamese Delegatiomieeting the children

An enthusiastic group of 70 parents and children met with members of the
Vietnamese delegation and TDH representatives at The Play Cube on Hwy 27 in
Woodbridge on Sunday March 27 from 10am to noon. A lovely brunch was
provided by TDH volunteers and parents. All of the kids had a wonderful time and
made full use of the equipment and toys provided! The parents were thrilled to
have this opportunity to chat in an informal setting. For many of us, it is a chance to
connect and reunite with people who have become very important in our lives and
the lives of our children.

The delegates seemed genuinely pleased to meet with the parents and children,
handing out hair clips, magnets and pencils while they mingled among us. It was a

pleasant surprise to discover some of the delegates spoke English well. At the
conclusion of the gathering Thuy translated a warm message from the Director of
Department of Adoption, Mr. Nguyen Van Binh, who thanked us for welcoming thg
children and treating them so well. We were all excited and relieved by his state
that adoptions from Vietnam to Canada
will continue.

Looking around the room filled with
loving and happy families, it occurred to
me that Dorinda and the TDH staff havd
completed so many of our families. |
hope they know how much we apprecia
all of them!

Tracy Melcalferetcalfe@trentu.ca)
Sharon Kashino (sharon@tdh.ca)
Thank you to all the families who provided photos!



